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USA Accessibility Guidelines for Recreation Facilities

Summarised by Jill Fowler 

"Whenever any barrier stands between you and the full rights and dignity of citizenship, we must work to remove it, in the name of simple decency and justice. The promise of the ADA...has enabled people with disabilities to enjoy much greater access to a wide range of affordable travel, recreational opportunities and life-enriching services.” President George W Bush, New Freedom Initiative, February 1, 2001

The guidelines for recreation facilities cover access to the built environment in new construction and alterations. 
There are nine guides:

· Amusement rides

· Boating facilities 

· Fishing piers and platforms

· Miniature golf courses

· Golf courses

· Exercise equipment

· Bowling lanes

· Shooting facilities

· Swimming pools, wading pools, and spas

The guidelines are far reaching and include provisions from - a space for a wheelchair on amusement rides or a device suitable to transfer to a seat on the ride - to accessible routes between land and water on jetties and access to boat mooring – from kerbing and railings integrated into jetties that allow a wheelchair user to fish – to access routes for golf carts to all parts and facilities on golf courses.  50% of all mini golf holes as well as access provisions for exercise equipment, bowling lanes, and shooting facilities.

Guidelines for swimming pools include different levels of access depending on the size and usage of the pool include sloped entries, lifting devices, transferring systems and accessible pool steps.  There is recognition between leisure and competition pool facilities.  All change,/locker facilities are also included. Specific provisions are provided for spas, wading pools and wave action pools (rare in Australia!) and other types of pools where user access is limited to one area e.g. wading pools.

Separate ruling has been passed down in relation to ‘play’ and guidelines include the number of play components required to be accessible, accessible surfacing in play areas, ramp access and transfer system access to elevated structures, and access to soft contained play structures; provided at schools, parks, child care facilities etc. 

The guidelines are currently not enforceable but efforts to make them so are progressing through the Department of Justice.  They will eventually form part of the Standards used by the ABA.

These USA Standards are minimal standards and are different to Australian Standards e.g. their ramps are steeper.  This information is an indication of things to come in Australia. For more detailed information go to:

 http://www.access-board.gov/recreation/guides/index.htm.
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 Under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), (equal to Australian Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)), the American Access Board has developed guidelines for recreation facilities.

There are moves to make these guidelines applicable under the Architectural Barriers Act (ABA).The process in the USA is similar to that being developed by the DDA Standards Project here in Australia. 

The ABA, is equivalent to the Australian Building Codes Board.
