Jill Fowler

47 Grey Ave

Welland SA 5007

Ph 8241 5086

Editor Messenger Press

Western Region

4th September 4, 2006

Dear Editor
The article on the proposed mental health service in Mile End (in the 22nd Aug Messenger Press) and the people who expressed so unfairly, discriminatory comments about having a mental health rehabilitation service in their  street both outrages and saddens me.  All community members, non-government and government agencies have been screaming out and begging for community-based support services for people who have mental illness and sometimes their resulting psychiatric disability; SA has been behind the ball for years compared to other states in Australia with the provision of this type of support.  

The battle for more and better mental health services has been waged over a 20 year period and has been largely ignored!  Now, just when we get some sort of result for people living in the vicinity of Mile End/Torrensville the personal and very selfish attitudes of people in Lurline Street will do nothing to help those who need the service feel welcomed, valued and worthy.  They come to this centre to get help, to feel better – but what makes it any different from any other medical assistance is their diagnosis, which gets sensationalized and demonized.

Why are you all feeling so unsafe and insecure? Putting up high fences and taking your children off the street will do nothing to assist people struggling with mental illness and only give the wrong message to your children!  You are safer with a group of people getting support and treatment for mental illness than you are in any front bar of any hotel, but I don’t see any petitions to close hotels in Mile End!
And Steve, Maaaaaaaate!  Who are you representing in Federal Parliament?  It  sounds like you are not representing the 1:5 of the population that will have a mental illness at some stage in their lives.  May I suggest that Mr Georganous gets some up to date information and spends some time with people who need this service.  Then he can smash his way through the myths and stereotypes and support them to obtain their badly needed services and to feel welcome in Lurline Street.

To all of those who have expressed their fear and loathing I only hope no one in your family is in need of such service and is treated so appallingly by their community – or do I?  Perhaps if it was one of your family you would have a very different opinion!
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